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Introduction to the Joint Research Report

on Green Cooperation in the Global South

I. Background

Currently, global challenges such as climate change,
energy security, and imbalanced development are deeply
intertwined. Countries in the Global South face dual
pressures of addressing climate risks and pursuing
economic revitalization, making green cooperation
particularly urgent. Such cooperation has become a
critical pathway for these nations to achieve structural
upgrading and sustainable development. With their large
populations, abundant resources, and immense
development potential, Global South countries represent a
major force in driving the global green transition. On
September 24, 2025, President Xi Jinping announced
China's latest Nationally Determined Contributions
(NDCs) at the United Nations Climate Change Summit,
demonstrating its firm resolve and utmost effort to
actively fulfill international commitments. Driven by
China's exemplary leadership in green transition and the

deepening of South-South cooperation mechanisms, a



crucial issue now requiring in-depth exploration is how
the Global South can effectively absorb and translate
practical experiences, enhance self-directed development
capabilities, and forge sustainable development paths
suited to their respective national conditions.

To systematically address the above issues, the
National Academy of Development and Strategy, RUC, in
collaboration with domestic and foreign think tanks and
research institutions, has conducted this joint research
focusing on green cooperation in the Global South. The
project brings together academic and policy expertise
from Global South countries, mobilizing think tanks and
expert teams to establish an expert committee (also
referred to as the "Green Cooperation Workstation
Committee"). The Committee operates through regular
online seminars, exchanges of perspectives, and thematic
discussions (having conducted eight consecutive online
seminars with in-depth discussions involving over 20
domestic and international experts). It strives to address
contemporary issues of global governance from the
perspective of the Global South, contributing practical

policy solutions and knowledge products to support



emerging economies and developing countries in actively
participating in global green governance.

I1. Content Overview
This report, guided by the principle of "Promoting

Transition through Cooperation, Building the Future
through Collaboration", focuses on the opportunities,
challenges, and development pathways of green transition
in Global South countries. It systematically assesses the
current state and structural characteristics of cooperation
and proposes fundamental principles and actionable
pathways for green cooperation among these nations. The
report consists of an introduction and three main chapters:

Chapter 1 analyzes both internal and external
opportunities and challenges for green cooperation,
highlighting strategic windows created by energy
structure transition, green industry chain restructuring,
and the deepening of South-South collaboration. It also
identifies practical constraints such as funding shortages,
technological dependence, capacity gaps, and governance
imbalances, providing a basis for subsequent policy

recommendations.



Chapter 2 establishes guiding principles for green
cooperation, emphasizing the need for coordinated efforts
by Global South countries 1in standardization,
collaboration, and 1mplementation. It underscores
principles such as independence and self-reliance,
equitable burden-sharing, open sharing, and innovation-
driven approaches to form a cooperative consensus and
action framework.

Chapter 3 puts forward the universally relevant
"Global South Experience", outlining key pathways and
strategic priorities across three dimensions: institutional
design, policy innovation, and mechanism development.
It 1dentifies energy transition, sustainable urban
development, and cross-border ecological governance as
core areas; establishes green investment and financing,
technology transfer, and talent development as supporting
systems; and emphasizes enhancing institutional
discourse power and promoting mutual recognition of
standards as governance directions, thereby providing an
actionable framework for green cooperation.

The report also selects representative case studies of

green transition in the Global South, covering areas such



as ecological restoration, green finance, clean energy, and
low-carbon cities. These cases illustrate viable pathways
and practical outcomes across different regions and
contexts, offering implementable models to advance the
global green transition.

II1. Participating Institutions

Consulting Expert Team (in alphabetical order by
surname): Alfred Sit Wing Hang, Former Secretary for
Innovation and Technology, Hong Kong SAR
Government/Secretary of The Hong Kong Institution of
Engineers (HKIE); Ampa Kaewkumkong, Senior
Researcher, Institute of East Asian Studies (IEAS),
Thammasat University, Thailand; Funeka Yazini April,
Coordinator, AISA, BRICS, and the Global South
(ABGS), Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC),
South Africa; Girma Teshome, Lead Researcher, Policy
Studies Institute (PSI), Ethiopia; Gustavo Pedraza, Former
Minister of Sustainable Development and Planning,
Bolivia; Irene Giner-Reichl, Former Ambassador of
Austria to China and Chair of the Global Forum on
Sustainable Energy (GFSE); Irina Yarigina, Research
Director, National Committee for BRICS Research,



Russia; Ivan Zharkou, Deputy Director, Belarusian
Institute for Strategic Research (BISR); Koh King Kee,
President, Centre for New Inclusive Asia (CNIA),
Malaysia; Mohamed Hassan Felfel, Head of the Climate
Change Risk Department, Information and Decision
Support Center (IDSC), Egypt; Mohammad Nahiyan
Shajid Khan, Director General, Bangladesh Institute of
International and Strategic Studies (BIISS); Muritala Oke,
Senior Research Fellow, National Institute for Policy and
Strategic Studies (NIPSS), Nigeria; Nandan Davda, Urban
Studies-Fellow, Observer Research Foundation (ORF) ,
India; Osten Ekengren, CEO for Stockholm Green
Innovation District, Sweden; Raikhan Zhanbulatova,
Researcher, "Energy Aspects of Kazakhstan"; Sergio
Queiroz, Researcher, Institute for Applied Economic
Research (Ipea), Brazil; Yandry Kurniawan, Senior
Assistant Professor, Department of International Relations,
Universitas Indonesia;

Core writing and research tasks were undertaken by
the following members: Xu Qinhua, Executive Dean,
Eurasian Research Institute and Professor, School of

International Studies, RUC; Liu Xu, Executive Director,



Center for International Energy and Environment Strategy
Studies, RUC; Qian Zhiquan, Deputy Dean, Institute of
Ecological Civilization, Zhejiang A&F University; Wu
Chili, Deputy Director, Policy Research Centre for
Innovation and Technology, The Hong Kong Polytechnic
University; Pan Yuxi, Associate Researcher, Institute of
Ecological Civilization, Zhejiang A&F University; Zhao
Jigiang, Associate Researcher, Institute of Ecological
Civilization, Zhejiang A&F University; Zhang Tingting,
Associate Researcher, Institute of Ecological Civilization,
Zhejiang A&F  University; Lyu Qiuhui, Associate
Professor, Zhejiang Polytechnic University of Mechanical
and Electrical Engineering and PhD Candidate, College of
Economics and Management, ZAFU; as well as Research
Assistants at Furasian Research Institute, RUC: Wu Lan,
Zheng Haoming, Yu lJingjie, Gao Peng, and Chen

Renzhuang.



